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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MO NTH (S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 28 November 2005 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 
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10) H The drawing(s) filed on 6/20/05 is/are: a)K accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments, see pages 1-2, filed on 1 1/28/05, with respect to the rejection(s) 
of claim(s) 1, 2, 8-1 1, 14, and 17 under 35 U.S.C. 102 have been fully considered and are 
persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, 
a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Gifford et al, US Patent 5,841,876 and 
Lambrecht, US Patent 6,259,792. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 2, 8-1 1, 14, and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Lambrecht. In figure 4, Lambrecht discloses an active noise cancellation device comprising 
speaker 1 10 for generating a noise control sound that controls engine sound heard inside an 
airplane (a vehicle), a processor 102 as a controller for selecting driving the speaker to generate 
the noise control sound, and an input device 1 16 as a communication portion to communicate a 
selection of one of several available engine sounds to the controller for reproduction through the 
speaker 100 (see column 6). Claims 1, 8-10, 14 are met. Regarding claims 2, 1 1, and 17, the 
device can be supported on the vehicle (armrest) and inherently a user communication interface 
(input device 1 16) is supported on the vehicle. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 8-10, and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Fuesser et al in view of Gifford et al. Fuesser et al disclose an active noise cancellation system 
comprising a speaker 14, controller 17, and microphone 16. Fuesser et al do not disclose a 
communication portion that is adapted to communication a selection indicating one of several 
available engine sounds to the controller. In figure 10, Gifford et al disclose an active vibration 
(noise) control system comprising actuator 120 for generating an anti- vibration signal, 
accelerometer 100, rotation sensor 102, controller 900 for generating a control signal, and human 
interface 925. As taught in column 8 line 61 - column 9 line 7, human interface 925 is used to 
select an appropriate noise profile. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of invention to modify Fuesser et al, per the teachings of Gifford et al and include an 
interface for controlling the exact performance of the active noise cancellation system for the 
purpose of improving the versatility of the system. Claims 1,8-10, and 14 are met. 

Claims 2-7, 11-13, and 15-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Fuesser et al in view of Gifford et al as applied to claims 1, 8, and 14 above, and further in 
view of Witkowski et al, US Patent Application Publication 2002/0197955. The combination of 
Fuesser et al and Gifford et al does not disclose a user communication interface supported on the 
vehicle having an input portion that allows an individual to select an available engine sound. 
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Witkowski discloses a wireless communication system for a vehicle comprising vehicle 14, 
system control 54, vehicle audio system 20, and vehicle display system 22. The vehicle display 
and systems are used to indicate a user selection. Therefore, it was well known at the time of 
invention to use a vehicle mounted display (see paragraphs 42 and 43) for communicating user 
preferences in an automobile. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of invention to modify the combination of Fuesser et al and Gifford et al to include the 
vehicle mounted display of Witkowski for the purpose of providing an easy human interface 
system for selecting a noise profile. Claims 2, 1 1, and 17 are met. Regarding claims 3, 4, 12, 13, 
and 19, Witkowski et al disclose a communication method using an electronic device 12 (which 
can be a PDA, see paragraph 1 1) for communicating information from a personal handheld 
device to a vehicle's mounted system. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of invention to modify Fuesser et al and Gifford et al to have the communication 
system described by Witkowski et al for the purpose of providing a wireless user interface for 
controlling the input of noise profiles with the advantage using an existing device without the 
need of connecting cables. As to claims 5-7 and 18, Witkowski discloses an embodiment 
comprising a cellular phone in figure 8. As to claims 15 and 20, it was obvious to associate a 
cellular phone with a particular vehicle system for the purpose of ensuring that a specific cellular 
phone would only control a particular vehicle system. Per claim 16, Examiner takes Official 
Notice that it was notoriously well known at the time of invention to track user information on a 
network for the purpose of customizing a system setting for an user with the benefit of quicker 
initiation of a system's operating parameters. 

Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian T. Pendleton whose telephone number is (571) 272-7527. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivian Chin can be reached on (571) 272-7848. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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